
Preparing for February 2015 

The Gunungan Foundation has been operating in Solo for more than 7 years 
now. And at the end of 2014, we have to get ready to move house. The lease 
on the house that we rent will expire in February 2015 and it is unclear 
whether we may be able to extend the contract or not, so we have to be pre-
pared. It still looks a long way away, but sometimes time runs like watching a 
movie, we just sit and hold popcorn, and before we know it the movie is al-
most over. 
 

In 2013, 3 more children graduated and went off to look for work, while it still 
seems like they only just arrived at the orphanage for the first time yesterday 
afternoon. We are here talking, joking, laughing together, and do not feel how 
they've grown and become ready to live a life of their own. Three or four 
years ago they arrived with plain faces and were always asking directions 
when they wanted to go somewhere. Now they've memorized almost all the 
areas of Solo, even the small streets that are not very well known by many. 
We feel a sense of emotion and pride, even though every year we say good-
bye to some children, it always feels special and emotional.  
 

We would like to thank so much all the people of Solo and the surrounding 
areas as well as supporters from outside Solo and abroad. The orphanage 
has received many types of assistance, in the form of support, funding, dona-
tions of food, provision of household appliances, and many others. Local 
businesses, organisations and families still continue to remember our chil-
dren, so that each month of Ramadan they arrive for fast breaking ceremo-
nies, which is always an exciting time for everyone. Thank you so much to 
our supporters from abroad who still remember our children even though you 
are far from here. There have been a lot of people visiting us and it always 
brings excitement for the kids. We are very grateful to everyone who has 
been able to take the time to come and visit. For everyone who has helped us 
facilitate each step, our deepest thanks from all the staff and children at 
Yayasan Gunungan. 

Official Rice Pyramid to 
celebrate the Anniversary 
of the Childrenôs Refuge  
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Gunungan Indoor Football Team 
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The boys had been wanting to play indoor football for quite a while 
now. They played regular football at a park close to the Refuge, but 
really wanted to join the fun of indoor football. 
 

Using the local park is free, and after searching for information about 
the cost of indoor football, they found the cost for one game (duration 
one hour) was Rp40,000, (approx. US$ 3.5) during the day and Rp 
50.000, (approx. US$ 4.5) at night. The lads chose the night time be-
cause they have school during the day. Since the decision was made 
to join indoor football, the boys ended up going almost every night of 
the week, from 6.30 till 7.30 in the evening.  

On June 23, 2013, the boys received an invitation to a friendly match be-
tween all the orphanages in Solo. The prize for the winning team was Rp 
1,000,000 (Approx. US$ 90). A generous sponsor donated a brand new 
football strip which they looked very professional in. Unfortunately their 
skills were not yet as professional as their strip. They scored the first goal, 
but it turned out to be their only goal, and they lost all their matches in the 
first knockout competition. 
 
However the kids really enjoyed themselves being able to feel the euphoria 
of competing and also making many new friends. Something to definitely 
continue. 

Because they played so regularly, the 
boys were given extra free bonus time 
by the center. Thank you very much to 
the Indoor Football Center. 

Gunungan Indoor Football Team 



Mbak Danik says goodbye 
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Mbak Danik has worked at the Gunungan Childrenôs Refuge since it first began 
in 2006. However after getting married in 2011, Mbak Danik decided it was final-
ly time to resign from the Refuge to be able to spend more time with her hus-
band, who also worked at another orphanage in Solo, a branch of Ad-Duha 
called Aksha. From one orphanage to another..  
 

The Children held a farewell event, and tried to make it as óup beatô at possible. 
Perhaps because Mbak Danik would only be moving to another orphanage close 
by, and all orphanages in Solo keep good communication with each other any-
way. Sure enough, if there are events outside the home, the children still meet 
Mbak Danik and her new children. The children now being looked after by Mbak 
Danik are still small, babies and young infants. If there is an orphanage event in 
town we often go together so the older Gunungan children can help Mbak Dhan-
ik manage the little ones. For her, trying to control 12 young infants running all 
over the place would be next to impossible on her own. 
 

It feels nice, because Mbak Dhanikôs separation from Gunungan does not really 
mean separation. 

Mbak Vina Says Hello 

Mbak Vina with Mbak Rofi, Mbak Dewi, 
and Mbak Vani  

After Mbak Danik left, a new person 
arrived to replace her called Mbak Vina. 
Mbak Vina is very friendly and easy to get 
on with. The children took to her 
immediately as a new parent figure. 
 
Mbak Vina likes keeping up with all the 
Indonesian celebrity news. One of the 
children, Mbak Vani, also likes celebrity 
gossip and when the two of them are 
watching celebrity talk shows on the TV 
together they enter their own little worldé
Vani & Vina.. 

 
(left) Everyone getting together 
for some food and drink with 
Mbak Dhanik 
 
(right) Mbak Danik is 
presented with some parting 
gifts by Mas Deni 

Mas Nono with the shades. 
Not to hide his tears, but to look 
cool...so he says... 



Local Street Festival 
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On 25 April 2013 the local community where the 
Childrenôs Refuge is located held a street festival. 
There was a bazaar, free treatments, people 
singing and community cleaning activities. Because 
the local community government offices, where the 
center of the festival was taking place, are right in 
front of the Refuge, automatically the children felt 
the festival hysteria. Even the Refuge front garden 
was borrowed for the day to give free treatment to 
the elderly.  For the whole day there was a row of 
assorted food vendors set up in front of the Refuge. 
 
Mbak Yati and Mas Joko, who were already about 
to graduate school but had not yet found jobs, had 
the idea to rent a vendor site. But as it turned out 
they were allowed one for free. They sold grilled 
meatballs and Pop Ice from their site. At first it was 
just for fun, but by just midday they had managed to 
sell over 100 meatballs. They had to quickly run 
and buy another 100 meatballs to sell. The Pop Ice 
also sold like hot cakes. In addition, by the end of 
the afternoon they had sold a gallon of sweet tea 
and over 50 Pop Ices. Mbak Yatiôs accounting 
studies at school paid off and they managed 100% 
profit markup on the day. Not too bad for an 
afternoon of fun. 

Mbak Ayu, one of the youngest 
children at the Refuge, appeared in 
one of the festival shows. Mbak Ayu is 
standing in the far left position together 
with her friends. 
 
They performed the Soyang dance. A 
dance which originated in East Java 
and is commonly danced by children in 
school festivals.  

Usually this festival would take place 
in August, on Independance Day. 
However since Independence Day fell 
during the month of Ramadan this 
year, the festivals were moved to a 
different month. 

Meatballs & Pop Ice Ready 4 Sale 

Waiting for customers to come. On the left 
of the grilled bakso are some fried rice 
packets made by Bu Sartini. Sold out in 3 
hours! Hope you remembered to take a 
sellerôs commission Mbak Yati.. 

Before Selling - Photo Op.. 

The street stalls. Almost all the local fare 
was catered for, Including Serabi, a 
famous Solo pancake made from coconut 
and rice flour. 

Second shift. 100 Meatballs gone 
already. Keep going... 

Mbak Yati busy selling Pop Ice 



WHITE WATER RAFTING 2013 
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Then Mbak Aini and Mbak Dila, also had a scary experi-
ence. Halfway down the river everyone stopped by the 
river bank to stretch their legs and have some fresh coco-
nut drink. While they were all busy enjoying their drinks, 
no one noticed that Mbak Aini and Mbak Dila were quietly 
drifting off down the river. Strangely both were too afraid 
to call for help. Not afraid of drowning (they were wearing 
lifejackets), but afraid of calling for helpé 
 
Luckily Henry and Ervian saw them just as they were 
about to disappear around a bend in the river, and finally 
Mbak Aini and Mbak Dila were rescued by their SEA 
friends. This was the first time either had been rafting and 
hopefully it has not put them off going again. 
 
So even without a camera there are still some things that 
can be told without it. 
 
Thank you SEA. 

For sure whenever we 
go anywhere we always 
return with some story, 
whether it be funny, ex-
citing or just plain 
strange. 
 

This time Mbak Ayu, 
Mbak Aini, and Mbak 
Dila were the material for 
the story.  
 

Mbak Ayu was in a boat 
with Mbak Vina. The 
Guide shouted that the 
boat was going to spin 
around, but unfortunately 
Mbak Ayu didnôt hear the 
warning and was flung 
into the river, ending up 
drinking a fair amount of 
it as well. Well maybe 
Mbak Ayu has learnt her 
lesson and next time will 
pay a bit more attention 
to the Guidesé.or then 
again, maybe noté 

In April the children were once again 
invited to go white water rafting with 
the Solo Expats Association (S.E.A.) 
to Citra Elo. 
 

Unfortunately someoneé forgot to 
recharge the camera battery from the 
night before and it was completely 
dead. However luckily Mbak Vina 
jumped into action with the camera on 
her handphone and was able to cap-
ture a few moments from the day. 


